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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• the term "published" on Page 1 1 , Line 1 5 should be amended to — publishes — 
so that the sentence is grammatically correct; 

• the term "uploader" on Page 1 5, Line 6 should be amended to — loader — 
because that is how the element is previously identified; 

• the number "814" on Page 22, Line 21 should be amended to — 816 — because 
the number appears to be incorrect (see Figure 8); 

• the numbers "816" on Page 22, Lines 21 and 24 should be amended to — 818 — 
because the numbers appear to be incorrect (see Figure 8); 

• the numbers "818" on Page 22, Lines 24 and 26 should be amended to — 820 — 
because the numbers appear to be incorrect (see Figure 8); and 

• the number "820" on Page 22, Line 21 should be amended to — 822 — because 
the number appears to be incorrect (see Figure 8). 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference character(s) mentioned in the 
description: 63 (see Specification - Page 12, Line 22) and 1032 (see Page 26, Lines 
13,21,25 and 29). 

The drawings are objected to because the reference number "1030" in Figure 1 1 
should be amended to — 1028 — because that is the proper reference number for the 
"process submission" routine (see Figure 10). 

Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
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• the term "forms" in Line 4 should be amended to — reports — because it is the 
reports wizard that creates the report. 

Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• the term "published" in Line 6 should be amended to — publisher — because it 
appears to be a typographic error. 

Claim 16 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• the term "submission" should be inserted between the terms "data" and "field" in 
Line 5 because that is how the element is previously identified (see Lines 2-3); 

• the term "published" in Line 8 should be amended to — publisher — because it 
appears to be a typographic error; 

• the term "schema" in Line 13 should be amended to — structure — because that 
is how the element is previously identified (see Line 12); 

• the term "table" in Line 21 should be deleted because no database "table" is 
previously mentioned in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 23: 

The claim recites the limitation "an interface system operable for receiving 
service definitions from one or more user communication devices selected from the 
group including:" in Lines 1-3. This limitation is indefinite because it is unclear whether 
the interface system receives service definitions from every device listed in the group or 
only one of the devices listed in the group. 

The limitation appears to be of the "Markush group" variety. For purposes of 
examination, the examiner will interpret the limitation to mean that the interface system 
receives service definitions from any single device listed in the group. 

Applicant may obviate this rejection by amending the term "including" in Line 3 to 
— consisting of — . 

Claim 24: 

The claim recites the limitation "wherein the document handler is operable for 
processing documents in a format selected from the group including " in Lines 1-3. This 
limitation is indefinite because it is unclear whether the document handler is operable 
for every format listed in the group or only one of the formats listed in the group. 
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The limitation appears to be of the "Markush group" variety. For purposes of 
examination, the examiner will interpret the limitation to mean that the document 
handler is operable for any single format listed in the group. 

Applicant may obviate this rejection by amending the term "including" in Line 3 to 

— consisting of — . 

Claim 24: 

The claim recites the limitation "wherein the document handler is operable for 
processing documents in a format selected from the group including:" in Lines 1-3. This 
limitation is indefinite because it is unclear whether the document handler is operable 
for every format listed in the group or only one of the formats listed in the group. 

The limitation appears to be of the "Markush group" variety. For purposes of 
examination, the examiner will interpret the limitation to mean that the document 
handler is operable for any single format listed in the group. 

Applicant may obviate this rejection by amending the term "including" in Line 3 to 

— consisting of — . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Jennings, Roger - Special Edition Using Microsoft Access 2000 , Chapter 2 - Building 
Your First Access 2000 Application] Chapter 4 - Working with Access Databases 
and Tables, Chapter 5 - Entering, Editing, and Validating Data in Tables] Chapter 9 

- Understanding Query Operators and Expressions] Chapter 12 - Creating and 
Using Forms] Chapter 14 - Printing Basic Reports and Mailing Labels] Chapter 1 5 

- Preparing Advanced Reports ; Chapter 1 6 - Working with Hyperlinks and HTML, 
"Using Hyperlinks with Access Controls" (Que Publishing, 5 May 1999). 

Claim 1: 

Jennings discloses a method for handling forms (see Chapter 12 - "Creating and 
Using Forms" - Jennings discloses a method for handling forms, as clearly indicated in 
the cited text), comprising the steps of: 

• receiving a form from a form publisher comprising one or more data submission 
fields configured to receive user input (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction- 
Processing Form with the Form Wizard' - Jennings discloses this limitation in 
that it allows the user to create a form comprising fields into which data is 
entered); 

• processing the form to identify the data submission fields (see Chapter 12, 
"Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that, 
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when the user loads the form and enters data into the form, it "processes" the 
form to "identify" the data submission fields); 

• correlating each data field to a database field type supported by a database 
application (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the 
Form Wizard") see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that, when the user creates the form, Access 
automatically "correlates" the data fields of the form to the corresponding data 
field type of the database); 

• creating one or more database tables or other database structures in the 
database application corresponding to the form (see Chapter 2, "Creating an 
Access Application from a Template File": see Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact 
Management Application" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the user 
creates the tables that correspond to the created form), the structure comprising 
a storage element corresponding to each data submission field (Jennings 
discloses this limitation in that it includes tables comprising database storage 
elements that correspond to the data submission fields of the form); 

• publishing the form to receive form submissions comprising data entries into the 
data submission fields (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that, when the user loads the form, the form 
is "published" to the user so that the user can enter data into the form); 
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• receiving one or more form submissions (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction- 
Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the user enters 
data into the form); and 

• entering the data entries of the form submissions into the corresponding storage 
elements of the database (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing 
Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the data entered into the form 
fields by the user is stored in the corresponding database table fields). 

Claim 2: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

• receiving a report file associated with the form (see Chapter 2, "Touring the 
Contact Management Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report 
with the Report Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access 
automatically creates, or allows a user to create, a report that is "associated with" 
the form), the report file comprising report elements associated with the storage 
elements of the database (Jennings discloses this limitation in that the reports 
created in Access are "associated with" the corresponding tables); 

• computing the report elements from the data entries associated with the storage 
elements of the database (see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the 
Report Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows the user 
to perform calculations in reports); 
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• rendering the report (see Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact Management 
Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the Report 
Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access "renders" reports); and 

• delivering the report to a specified location (see Chapter 15, "Mailing Report 
Snapshots" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that it allows the user to email a 
"Report Snapshot" and publish a report on the Internet). 

Claim 3: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of receiving the form 
comprises the step of uploading the form from a remote form publisher (see Chapter 16, 
"Using Hyperlinks with Access Controls" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that it 
allows the user to open a form using a hyperlink; thus, the form is "uploaded from a 
remote form publisher"). 

Claim 4: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of receiving the form 
comprises the step of: 

• launching a forms wizard uploading (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction- 
Processing Form with the Form Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in 
that Access includes a form wizard); and 

• receiving user commands to the forms wizard to create the form (see Chapter 12, 
"Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the Form Wizard" - Jennings 
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discloses this limitation in that the form wizard receives commands from the user 
and creates the forms). 

Claim 5: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 2, wherein the step of receiving the 
report comprises the step of uploading the report from a remote form publisher (see 
Chapter 16, "In the Real World - To Internet or Nof - Jennings discloses this limitation 
in that it allows the user to distribute reports via the Internet). 

Claim 6: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 2, wherein the step of receiving the 
report comprises the step of: 

• launching a reports wizard uploading (see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping 
Report with the Report Wizard' - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access 
includes a report wizard); and 

• receiving user commands to the reports wizard to create the form (see Chapter 
14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the Report Wizard" - Jennings discloses 
this limitation in that the report wizard receives commands from the user and 
creates the reports). 
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Claim 7: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of processing the 
form to identify the data submission fields comprises the steps of: 

• parsing the form to identify the data submission fields (see Chapter 12, "Creating 
a Transaction-Processing Form with the Form Wizard'] see Chapter 12, "Using 
Transaction-Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that 
Access "parses" the form and "identifies" data fields as the user creates and uses 
the form); 

• determining a field type associated with each data submission field (see Chapter 
12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the Form Wizard'] see 
Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this 
limitation in that Access "determines a field type" for each data field as the user 
creates and uses the form); and 

• determining a name associated with each data submission field (see Chapter 12, 
"Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the Form Wizard 1 ] see Chapter 
12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in 
that Access "determines a name" for each data field as the user creates and 
uses the form). 
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Claim 8: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of correlating each 
data field to a database field type supported by a database application comprises the 
steps of: 

• determining a field type associated with each data submission field (see Chapter 
12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the Form Wizard 1 '; see 
Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this 
limitation in that Access "determines a field type" for each data field as the user 
creates and uses the form); 

• looking up a selected database field type corresponding to each data submission 
field (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the Form 
Wizard'] see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - Jennings 
discloses this limitation in that Access "looks up" the corresponding database 
field type for each form data field as the user creates and uses the form); and 

• correlating each data submission fields with its corresponding selected database 
field type (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the 
Form Wizard'] see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access "correlates" the corresponding 
database field type for each form data field as the user creates and uses the 
form). 
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Claim 9: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of correlating each 
data field to a database field type supported by a database application comprises the 
steps of: 

• determining a field type associated with each data submission field (see Chapter 
12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the Form Wizard"; see 
Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms 11 - Jennings discloses this 
limitation in that Access "determines a field type" for each data field as the user 
creates and uses the form); 

• looking up a default database field type and a list of database field type options 
corresponding to each data submission field (see Chapter 4, "Choosing Field 
Data Types, Sizes, and Formats" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that 
Access automatically assigns a default field data type to each table unless the 
user assigns a specific field data type; when the user creates the corresponding 
form, Access assigns the data type of each field to the corresponding form data 
field); 

• prompting the form publisher to enter a selected database field type from the list 
of database field type options for each data submission field (see Chapter 4, 
"Choosing Field Data Types, Sizes, and Formats" - Jennings discloses this 
limitation in that Access "prompts" the user to assign a specific field data type to 
each field of the table; when Access does this, it also prompts the user to select 
a field type for each form field); and 
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• correlating each data submission field with its corresponding selected database 
field type (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the 
Form Wizard 1 ] see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access "correlates" the corresponding 
database field type for each form data field as the user creates and uses the 
form). 

Claim 10: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

• receiving a report file associated with the form (see Chapter 2, "Touring the 
Contact Management Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report 
with the Report Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access 
automatically creates, or allows a user to create, a report that is "associated with" 
the form), the report file comprising report elements associated with the storage 
elements of the database structure (Jennings discloses this limitation in that the 
reports created in Access are "associated with" the corresponding tables); 

• receiving a service definition comprising instructions for producing and delivering 
reports based on the report file (see Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact 
Management Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the 
Report Wizard 11 ; see Chapter 15, "Mailing Report Snapshots" - Jennings 
discloses this limitation in that, as the user creates the report, Access is 
"receiving instructions" for producing the report; thus, the user instructs Access 
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concerning the format and content of the report; Jennings also discloses this 
limitation in that it allows the user to email a "Report Snapshot" and publish a 
report on the Internet; thus, the user instructs Access concerning the delivery of 
the report); 

• determining from the instructions that a report should be generated (see Chapter 
15, "Mailing Report Snapshots" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that it 
allows the user to email a "Report Snapshot" and publish a report on the Internet; 
thus, Access "determines from instructions" that a report should be generated 
and delivered per the user's instruction); 

• computing the report elements from the data entries associated with the storage 
elements of the database structure (see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping 
Report with the Report Wizard 1 - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access 
allows the user to perform calculations in reports); 

• rendering the report (see Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact Management 
Application": see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the Report 
Wizard 1 - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access "renders" reports); and 

• delivering the report to a specified location (see Chapter 15, "Mailing Report 
Snapshots" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that it allows the user to email a 
"Report Snapshot" and publish a report on the Internet). 



Claim 11: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
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• forwarding the form submissions to the form publisher for review (see Chapter 5, 
'Validating Data Entry* - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access will not 
allow an invalid entry into a form field; thus, the "form submissions" are "reviewed 
by the form publisher"); and 

• receiving approval of the form submissions prior to entering the data entries of 
the form submissions into the corresponding storage elements of the database 
structure (see Chapter 5, "Validating Data Entry 1 - Jennings discloses this 
limitation in that Access allows valid entries into a form field; thus, the "form 
submissions" must "received approval" prior to entry). 

Claim 12: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

• receiving form logic defining conditions associated with the receipt of form 
submissions using the form (see Chapter 4, "Understanding the Properties of 
Tables and Fields" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows the 
user to set a form field to "Required", which requires the user of the form to enter 
a value for the form field; Access also allows the user to set "Validation Rules" 
that apply to values entered into fields); 

• saving the form logic in association with the database structure corresponding to 
the form (see Chapter 4, "Understanding the Properties of Tables and Fields" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that, when the user creates the table and 
associated form, Access saves the form properties entered by the user); and 
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• applying the form logic when receiving form submissions using the form (see 
Chapter 4, "Understanding the Properties of Tables and Fields" - Jennings 
discloses this limitation in that, as the user is entering data into the form, Access 
"applies the form logic"). 

Claim 13: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 12, wherein the form logic comprises: 

• conditions defining valid data entries for individual data submission fields (as 
explained in the above rejection for Claim 12, Jennings discloses this limitation); 
and 

• conditions defining a valid form submission based on a combination of data 
entries for several data submission fields (see Chapter 9, "Creating Access 
Expressions" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows a user to 
construct an expression for validating data that is dependent upon other values 
entered into the form fields; thus, the expressions "define a valid submission" 
based on a "combination of data entries"). 

Claim 14: 

This claim merely recites computer software that performs the method of Claim 
1. Thus, Jennings discloses every limitation of this claim using the same rationale 
explained in the above rejection for Claim 1 . 
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Claim 15: 

This claim merely recites an apparatus that performs the method of Claim 1 . 
Thus, Jennings discloses every limitation of this claim using the same rationale 
explained in the above rejection for Claim 1 . 

Claim 16: 

Jennings discloses a method for handling forms (see Chapter 12 - "Creating and 
Using Forms" - Jennings discloses a method for handling forms, as clearly indicated in 
the cited text), comprising the steps of: 

• receiving a form from a form publisher comprising one or more data submission 
fields configured to receive user input (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction- 
Processing Form with the Form Wizard 1 - Jennings discloses this limitation in 
that it allows the user to create a form comprising fields into which data is 
entered); 

• correlating each data submission field to a database field type supported by a 
database application (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form 
with the Form Wizard"] see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that, when the user creates the form, Access 
automatically "correlates" the data fields of the form to the corresponding data 
field type of the database) by determining a field type associated with each data 
submission field (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with 
the Form Wizard'] see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - 
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Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access "determines a field type" for each 
data field as the user creates and uses the form), looking up a default database 
field type and a list of database field type options corresponding to each data 
submission field (see Chapter 4, "Choosing Field Data Types, Sizes, and 
Formats" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access automatically assigns 
a default field data type to each table unless the user assigns a specific field data 
type; when the user creates the corresponding form, Access assigns the data 
type of each field to the corresponding form data field), prompting the form 
publisher to enter a selected database field type from the list of database field 
type options for each data submission field (see Chapter 4, "Choosing Field Data 
Types, Sizes, and Formats" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access 
"prompts" the user to assign a specific field data type to each field of the table; 
when Access does this, it also prompts the user to select a field type for each 
form field), and correlating each data submission field with its corresponding 
selected database field type (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction- 
Processing Form with the Form Wizard"] see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction- 
Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access "correlates" 
the corresponding database field type for each form data field as the user creates 
and uses the form); 

• creating a database structure in the database application corresponding to the 
form (see Chapter 2, "Creating an Access Application from a Template File"] see 
Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact Management Application" - Jennings discloses 
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this limitation in that the user creates the tables that correspond to the created 
form), the structure comprising a storage element corresponding to each data 
submission field (Jennings discloses this limitation in that it includes tables 
comprising database storage elements that correspond to the data submission 
fields of the form); 

• publishing the form to receive form submissions comprising data entries into the 
data submission fields (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing Forms" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that, when the user loads the form, the form 
is "published" to the user so that the user can enter data into the form); 

• receiving one or more form submissions (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction- 
Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the user enters 
data into the form); 

• entering the data entries of the form submissions into the corresponding storage 
elements of the database (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing 
Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the data entered into the form 
fields by the user is stored in the corresponding database table fields); 

• receiving a report file associated with the form (see Chapter 2, "Touring the 
Contact Management Application": see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report 
with the Report Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access 
automatically creates, or allows a user to create, a report that is "associated with" 
the form), the report file comprising report elements associated with the storage 
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elements of the database (Jennings discloses this limitation in that the reports 
created in Access are "associated with" the corresponding tables); 

• receiving a service definition comprising instructions for producing and delivering 
reports based on the report file (see Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact 
Management Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the 
Report Wizard 1 ] see Chapter 15, "Mailing Report Snapshots" - Jennings 
discloses this limitation in that, as the user creates the report, Access is 
"receiving instructions" for producing the report; thus, the user instructs Access 
concerning the format and content of the report; Jennings also discloses this 
limitation in that it allows the user to email a "Report Snapshot" and publish a 
report on the Internet; thus, the user instructs Access concerning the delivery of 
the report); 

• determining from the instructions that a report should be generated (see Chapter 
15, "Mailing Report Snapshots" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that it 
allows the user to email a "Report Snapshot" and publish a report on the Internet; 
thus, Access "determines from instructions" that a report should be generated 
and delivered per the user's instruction); 

• computing the report elements from the data entries associated with the storage 
elements of the database (see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the 
Report Wizard' - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows the user 
to perform calculations in reports); 
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• rendering the report (see Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact Management 
Application"; see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the Report 
Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access "renders" reports); and 

• delivering the report to a specified location (see Chapter 15, "Mailing Report 
Snapshots" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that it allows the user to email a 
"Report Snapshot" and publish a report on the Internet). 

Claim 17: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 16, further comprising the steps of: 

• forwarding the form submissions to the form publisher for review (see Chapter 5, 
"Validating Data Entry" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access will not 
allow an invalid entry into a form field; thus, the "form submissions" are "reviewed 
by the form publisher"); and 

• receiving approval of the form submissions prior to entering the data entries of 
the form submissions into the corresponding storage elements of the database 
structure (see Chapter 5, "Validating Data Entry" - Jennings discloses this 
limitation in that Access allows valid entries into a form field; thus, the "form 
submissions" must "received approval" prior to entry). 

Claim 18: 



Jennings discloses the method of Claim 16, further comprising the steps of: 
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• receiving form logic defining conditions associated with the receipt of form 
submissions using the form (see Chapter 4, "Understanding the Properties of 
Tables and Fields" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows the 
user to set a form field to "Required", which requires the user of the form to enter 
a value for the form field; Access also allows the user to set "Validation Rules" 
that apply to values entered into fields); 

• saving the form logic in association with the database structure corresponding to 
the form (see Chapter 4, "Understanding the Properties of Tables and Fields" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that, when the user creates the table and 
associated form, Access saves the form properties entered by the user); and 

• applying the form logic when receiving form submissions using the form (see 
Chapter 4, "Understanding the Properties of Tables and Fields" - Jennings 
discloses this limitation in that, as the user is entering data into the form, Access 
"applies the form logic"). 

Claim 19: 

Jennings discloses the method of Claim 18, wherein the form logic comprises: 

• conditions defining valid data entries for individual data submission fields (as 
explained in the above rejection for Claim 12, Jennings discloses this limitation); 
and 

• conditions defining a valid form submission based on a combination of data 
entries for several data submission fields (see Chapter 9, "Creating Access 
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Expressions" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows a user to 
construct an expression for validating data that is dependent upon other values 
entered into the form fields; thus, the expressions "define a valid submission" 
based on a "combination of data entries"). 

Claim 20: 

This claim merely recites computer software that performs the method of Claim 
16. Thus, Jennings discloses every limitation of this claim using the same rationale 
explained in the above rejection for Claim 16. 

Claim 21: 

This claim merely recites an apparatus that performs the method of Claim 16. 
Thus, Jennings discloses every limitation of this claim using the same rationale 
explained in the above rejection for Claim 16. 

Claim 22: 

Jennings discloses a computer-readable medium storing computer-executable 
instructions, comprising: 

• a document handler operable for receiving forms and associated report files, 
each form comprising one or more data submission fields configured to receive 
user input (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form with the 
Form Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows the user 
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to create a form comprising fields into which data is entered), and each report file 
comprising report elements associated with the data submission fields of a 
corresponding form (see Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact Management 
Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the Report 
Wizard" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the reports created in Access 
are "associated with" the corresponding forms); 

• a forms database operable for storing a plurality of forms received through the 
document handler (see Chapter 12, "Creating a Transaction-Processing Form 
with the Form Wizard' - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access stores 
the forms created by the user); 

• a reports database operable for storing a plurality of reports received through the 
document handler (see Chapter 2, 'Touring the Contact Management 
Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report with the Report 
Wizard 1 - Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access stores the reports 
created by the user); 

• a table loader operable for creating a database structure corresponding to each 
form (see Chapter 2, "Creating an Access Application from a Template File"] see 
Chapter 2, "Touring the Contact Management Application" - Jennings discloses 
this limitation in that the user creates the tables that correspond to the created 
form), each database structure comprising a storage element corresponding to 
each data submission field in a corresponding form (Jennings discloses this 
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limitation in that it includes tables comprising database storage elements that 
correspond to the data submission fields of the form); 

• a forms manager operable for receiving one or more form submissions 
associated with each form (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction-Processing 
Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the user enters data into the 
form) and entering data entries received through each form submission into the 
corresponding database structure (see Chapter 12, "Using Transaction- 
Processing Forms" - Jennings discloses this limitation in that the data entered 
into the form fields by the user is stored in the corresponding database table 
fields); and 

• the forms manager further operable for receiving a service definition associated 
with each form, and for producing and delivering reports based on the report file 
and database table corresponding to each form in accordance with instructions 
contained in a corresponding service definition (see Chapter 2, "Touring the 
Contact Management Application"] see Chapter 14, "Creating a Grouping Report 
with the Report Wizard") see Chapter 15, "Mailing Report Snapshots" - Jennings 
discloses this limitation in that, as the user creates the table and the 
corresponding form and report, Access is "receiving instructions" for producing 
the report; thus, the user instructs Access concerning the format and content of 
the report; Jennings also discloses this limitation in that it allows the user to email 
a "Report Snapshot" and publish a report on the Internet; thus, the user instructs 
Access concerning the delivery of the report). 
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Claim 23: 

Jennings discloses the computer-readable medium of Claim 22, further 
comprising: 

• an interface system operable for receiving service definitions from one or more 
user communication devices selected from the group consisting of: 

o a landline telephone; 
o a wireless telephone; 
o a computer; and 

o a digital broadband device (Jennings discloses this limitation in that 
Access is used on a computer). 

Claim 24: 

Jennings discloses the computer-readable medium of Claim 22, wherein the 
document handler is operable for processing documents in a format selected from the 
group consisting of: 

• an HTML document; 

• a PDF document; 

• an XML document; and 

• a word processing document (see Chapter 1 5, "Mailing Report Snapshots" - 
Jennings discloses this limitation in that Access allows the user to publish a 
report in an HTML format on the Internet). 
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Claim 25: 

This claim merely recites an apparatus that includes the computer storage 
medium of Claim 22. Thus, Jennings discloses every limitation of this claim using the 
same rationale explained in the above rejection for Claim 22. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Sialic, U.S. Patent No. 6,665,685; D'Souza et al., U.S. Patent 
No. 6,415,284; Shewmake et al., U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 
2003/0208108; Apte et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,970,464; and Anand et al., U.S. Patent 
No. 5,832,496. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Doug Hutton whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1701. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at (703) 308-5186. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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